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Doctrine of the Devine Decrees

DIVINE DECREES DISCUSSION POINTS

* Internal acts and operations of God * Lessons and Homework assignment
review: {Terms and questions review}

* Decree of Creation .

Personal and Essential acts of God

Decree of Redemption

Doctrine of predestination Decree of Creation; Job 28:26-27

Elections Redemption;Acts 2:23,4:28; Eph |:7-10

Predestination; Eph |:4;Thess2:13



Personal and Essential acts of | Decree of Creation; Redemption; Predestination;
God: The Internal and Job 28:26-27 Acts 2:23,4:28; Eph 1:7-10 | Eph 1:4; Thess.2:13

External are found in His
sovereignty. The determinate will of God; | God’s acts to bring men Determined according to divine
his pleasure and purpose... back to Himself by Christ scripture... God’s will... God’s
Jesus. election.

Exposition of Truth: “For all the promises of God find their yes in him.That is why it is
through him that we utter our Amen to God for his glory” (2 Cor. 1:20). ESV
* According to scriptures, we know that God is unchanging and these traits are to be

possessed by men.

* The acts of God are divided into two kinds:

The I nternal and internal and external. External being either

immediate (performed without instructional

EXternaI ACtS Of cause) or mediate (performed through
G 0 d intermediate causes).



Personal and Essential
acts of God

The internal acts or operations of God are again of two kinds; personal and
essential.

The personal internal acts of God terminate within the Godhead and pertain to
the divine Persons by whom they are performed as peculiar to such Persons
(generation and spiration).

The essential internal acts of God also terminate within the Godhead, but in

them the three Persons of the Trinity concur. These essential internal
operations of God are called the external decrees of God.
. The decree of creation
2. The decree of redemption
. The decree of predestination




Decree of Creation;
Job 28:26-27; Ps. 2:7

God’s divine self-
declaration to create.

The decree of creation is that essential internal act of the Triune God “by which He
purposed to create in the beginning of time heaven and earth and all creatures, for
the manifestation of His wisdom, goodness and power.

The decree of creation is taught in Job 28:26-27; Acts 15:18; Gen. 1:26; Acts 17:26;
Ps. 136:5-9.

"When he gave to the wind its weight and apportioned the waters by measure,

26 when he made a decree for the rain and a way for the lightning of the thunder,
27 then he saw it and declared it; he established it, and searched it out.” (Job
28:25-27 (ESV).




Redemption;
Acts 2:23, 4:28;

Eph 1:7-10

* The decree of redemption is that essential internal act of the Triune God by which He
most graciously and wisely purposed to redeem fallen and lost mankind through the
vicarious atonement of the incarnate Son of God, Jesus Christ and thus to prepare a way
of salvation for the whole world, whose fall He had foreseen, but had not decreed.

« The decree of redemption is taught:

Acts 2:23; Delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God...

Acts 4:28; To do whatever thy counsel determined before to be done...

Eph. 1:7-10; In whom we have redemption through His blood...according to the riches
of His grace... abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence... according to His good
pleasure which He hath purposed in Himself...

I Pet. 1:20 Who (the incarnate Son of God our Redeemer) verily was foreordained
before the foundation of the world...

Gal. 4:4-5; When the fulness of time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a
woman under the Law, to redeem them that were under the Law...

John 3:16; God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son...




Predestination;
Eph 1:4; Thess.
2:13

* The decree of predestination is that essential internal act of the Trine God by which He
from eternity, moved only by His grace and the redemption of Jesus Christ, purposed to
sanctify and save by faith, through the means of grace, all saints who finally enter into
eternal life.

» The decree of predestination is taught:

Eph. 1:4; He has chosen us in Him (Christ) before the foundation of the world...

2 Thess. 2:13; God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation...

Eph. 3:11; According to the eternal purpose in Christ Jesus, our Lord

2 Tim. 1:9; who saved us.... According to His own purpose and grace, which was us in
Christ Jesus before the world began...

Rom. 11:5; There is a remanent according to the election of grace...

Acts 13:48; As many as were ordained to eternal life believed...

Rom. 8:29-30; Whom He did foreknow He also did predestinate to be conformed
to the image of His Son...Whom He did predestinate, them He also called and
whom He called them He also justified and whom He justified them He also
glorified...

I Pet. 1:2; Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father through
sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ.
Mat. 22:14; Many are called but few are chosen

Mark 13:20-22; For the elect’'s sake, whom He hath chosen, He hath shorten the days,
... to seduce, if it were possible, even the elect...




Elections

The doctrine of election will be treated
at greater length under its proper head.
Here we refer to it only inasmuch at it

belongs to the eternal decrees of God.

From the eternal decree of predestination there must be
excluded every form of synergism (denial of So/a Gratia)
and every form of Calvinism (denial of Gratia universalis):

* a) God did not choose the elect in view of their reason
we affirm a; God did not choose the elect in view of
their faith and
B) God did not predestinate anyone to damnation, but

Election is not based on God's :
earnestly desire all men to be saved.

foreknowledge of our faith as Arminius
held As Jewett remarks, this would mean
not that God chooses us but that he Sola gratia (uncountable) (religion) The doctrine that salvation is
foresees we will choose him: “Instead of a conveyed by the grace and goodwill of God, as a free gift, without
free divine election /n Christ, there is a merit on the part of the sinner.

free human election of Christ.” In Romans Gratia universalis in Calvinism believe God does not desire to save

8:29, where Paul says those God foreknew all. This is in opposition to scriptures. (See John 3:16; 2 Cor 5:19-20;
he foreordained to be conformed to the
2 Pet 3:9 Acts 17:30.)

image of Christ, the verb proginosko, a
derivative of ginosko (to know), does not
refer to knowledge of future events but

' Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will
knowledge of persons. It is equivalent depart from the faith by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits
to Amos 3:2 where Yahweh's knowledge of and teachings of demons, 2 through the insincerity of liars

Israel is deeply personal.{ByRobert Letham) whose consciences are seared, | Timothy 4:1-2 (ESV)



https://www.esv.org/verses/Romans 8:29/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Romans 8:29/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Amos 3:2/

God'’s decrees are eternal. Since God is eternal, transcending time and space, his decree has
logical priority over its execution in time. Moreover, they are comprehensive. God governs all
things. In his providence he preserves and governs the universe (Eph. 1:11).

God'’s decree is his eternal purpose in governing the universe he made to unite all things in
Christ. This includes his electing a people to be united to Christ while leaving others to the
consequences of their sin.

God is sovereign over the entire universe, which he created. Governing all things, he
determined from eternity to become incarnate in Christ and to deliver from sin and death a people
who were to be united to Christ. In so doing, he decreed to pass by others on account of their sin.
His eternal determinations respect the liberty of creaturely agency; God's predestinating purposes
are far removed from fatalism.

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/essay/predestination-divine-decree/

The result or final intention of the divine decree is the

Wee k 6 manifestation of God's glory particularly through the
APPLICATION OF DIVINE MERCY UPON SOME AND DIVINE

S u m m ary USTICE UPON OTHERS. God's mercy is shown to some in both

DeVI ne DeCreeS he forgiveness of those guilty of imputed and actual sin and the

bestowal of eternal life.



https://www.esv.org/verses/Eph. 1:11/
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