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STATE OF EXALTATION
(PHIL. 2:9-11; EPH. 1:20-23; 4:10)

1. Christ’s state of exaltation began with His return to life in the grave and exhibited 

itself to the lower world by Hid descent into hell to the world by His glorious 

resurrection, and to the highest heavens by His ascension and session at the right 

hand of God the Father. 

2. The State of Christ: The God-man, in which He according to His human nature, 

having laid aside the infirmities of the flesh, received and assumed the plenary 

exercise of the divine majesty. 

Week Seven P. 295-301



STAGES OF EXALTATION
(THE DESCENT INTO HELL)

1. Christ’s descent into hell: I Pet. 3:18-20 Gives both nature and purpose

2. Purpose is to not to bring those who are damned, into His salvation. Christ 

descendant was a proclamation, to proclaim, announce, publish. Matt. 3:1; 

Acts 15:21; Rom. 2:21; Rev. 5:2; Luke 12:3.

3. Christ appeared as the divine judge to bring proclamation of His victory to 

such as had heard the divine word on earth, yet had refused to accept it. 



CHRIST IN DESCENDING – (ERRORS)

1. The descent of Christ into hell foreshadowed the final judgment of the wicked. 

2. Christ descended into hell, not for the purpose of suffering any evil from 
demons but to triumph over the devils, Rev. 1:18; Col. 2:15 and convince 
condemned men that they were justly shut up in the infernal prison.  I Pet. 3:19

3. His purpose was not to preach to evil spirits and their captivates. Nor does the 
scriptures teach a probation after death…

4. The statement 1 Pet. 4:6 “the gospel was preached also to them that are dead” 
does not refer to Christ’s preaching in hell but to the preaching of the gospel 
to men while they wee still living on earth that they might be judged 
accordingly.



1. To suffer the pains of death. Jesus didn’t have to pay Satan as the keeper of the 

prison, a ransom for the redeemed souls. 

2. Christ’s descent was not a part of His humiliation, (Luke 23:43-46) nor did Satan 

have any authority to triumph over man and to hold him captive, I John 3:8; Heb. 

2:14-15.  

3. Pains of death is equivalent to power of death. (Acts 2:24)

4. Some have denied Christ descent into hell…

CHRIST IN DESCENDING – (ERRORS)
(PANGS OF DEATH)

a. (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the 

lower parts of the earth? He that descended is the same also that 

ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.) Ephesians 

4:9-10 (KJV) 



THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST

1. Many have denied the resurrection of Christ; proclaimed scholars and professors 

are in that number.

2. The Resurrection is of the work of God the Father according to scriptures. 

Hebrews 13:20-21; Rom. 6:4

3. Resurrection is the absoluteness and justification of the entire world.

4. It was becoming of Christ to finish the course to be accepted in heaven. 

5. The Risen body of Christ possessed new properties. The natural body had 

become a spiritual body, that is a glorified body. I Cor. 15:44; Phil. 3:21



THE FORTY DAYS BETWEEN CHRIST 
RESURRECTION AND ASCENSION

1. Christ appearance to His disciples are now different than before. He had 

to convince them He was the Christ, the Son of God. John 20:19-31. 

2. They would receive the Great Commission once again to go into all the 

world with this gospel of a risen Christ. 

3. Acts 1:1-8; Luke 24:41-43; 



THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST

1. “And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a 

cloud received him out of their sight. 10 And while they looked stedfastly toward 

heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; 11 Which 

also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, 

which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen 

him go into heaven” (Acts 1:9-11 (KJV). 

2. The heaven into which Christ ascended is not only the heaven of the blessed saints 

John 14:2, but also the right hand of God. God’s right hand not a definite place but 

His omnipotent power, which fills all heaven and earth Matt. 26:64; Ex. 15:6, Heb 1:3; 

8:1; 12:2; Ps. 139:10

3. The Purpose> a. His public and triumphant certification b. The assurance too all 

believers that they shall follow Christ into heaven. John 14:2; 17:24.



CHRIST SITTING AT THE RIGHT HAND 
OF GOD

His omnipotent power and operation, Ps. 139

1. Christ session at the right hand of God is His exaltation, according to His human 

nature, to the sovereign lordship and rule over all things. Eph. 1:20-23; 4:10; 1 Pet. 

3:22; Acts 3:21.

2. Christ setting at the right hand of God the Father is His full and incessant use of the 

divine majesty communicated to the human nature for universal and most glorious 

government in the kingdom of power, grace, and glory. I Cor. 15:25-27; Ps. 110:1; Heb 

2:7-8

3. The sitting of Christ at the right hand of God may be defined in all its aspects as the 

highest degree of glory in which Christ the God-man having been exalted as to His 

human nature to the throne of divine majesty. His immediate presence governs all 

things which are the kingdoms of power, grace and glory for the praise of His own 

name and the solace and safety of the afflicted Church. 



ANSWER QUESTIONS

1. All that Christ done before His exaltation or resurrection was done in humiliation 

and fulfillment of scriptures. Explain. 

2. What was the purpose of Christ descent into the lower parts of the earth (or hell)?

3. Christ virgin birth, death, burial and resurrection is the justification of the believer's 

faith but there are theologian who refute the integrity of these events.  How does 

this affect the believer's salvation? 

4. Explain the concept of the resurrection to the Christian faith?
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