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MYSTERY OF GODLINESS

1.      “And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in 

the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed 

on in the world, received up into glory.”

(1 Timothy 3:16 (KJV). 

2.  “Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: He was manifested in the 

flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, 

believed on in the world, taken up in glory.” (1 Timothy 3:16 (ESV). 

3. John 1:14  AND THE WORD BECAME FLESH (HUMAN, INCARNATE) AND 

TABERNACLED AMONG US.               -(Amplified New Testament)

p.263-271 Examine 

cases for this study



THE LOGOS BECAME FLESH

1. Logos:
a. The dictionary meaning of "to incarnate" is given as to embody in flesh. In the incarnation the 

Logos became flesh (John 1:14) and God was manifest in the flesh (I Tim 3:16). 

b. God could not be born of Mary, but He could manifest Himself in that flesh that was 

born of Mary. 

c. Note: Our Lord before He came in the flesh; He eternally existed as "God and Word," 

notice: He was not only the Word of God, (Logos) but also the very God.

d. The reader must also notice that God did not become flesh but God was manifested 

in that flesh.

Micah 5:2  BUT THOU  BETH-LEHEM EPH-RA-TAH, THOUGH THOU BE LITTLE AMONG THE 

THOUSANDS OF JUDAH, YET OUT OF THEE SHALL HE COME FORTH UNTO ME THAT IS TO BE 

RULER IN ISREAL; WHOSE GOINGS FORTH HAVE BEEN FROM OF OLD, FROM EVERLASTING.

JESUS WAS BORN IN BETHLEHEM



JESUS WAS BORN IN THE FULNESS OF 
TIME

1. Galatians 4:4  BUT WHEN THE FULNESS OF TIME WAS COME, GOD SENT FORTH HIS SON, 

MADE OF A WOMAN, MADE UNDER THE LAW,

2. Romans 5:6  for when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.

3. Matthew 1:17  SO ALL THE GENERATIONS FROM ABRAHAM TO DAVID ARE FOURTEEN 

GENERATIONS; AND FROM DAVID UNTIL THE CARRING AWAY INTO BABYLON ARE FOURTEEN 

GENERATIONS; AND FROM THE CARRYING AWAY INTO BABYLON UNTO CHRIST ARE 

FOURTEEN GENERATIONS.
a. The first advent of our Lord was right on time in God's program. God is never late. When the fulness 

of time was come, Jesus was born. This tells us that His second event will also be on time.

b. The fourteenth generation of the third cycle is significant. It tell us that God hs His plan 

worked out in detail, and His plan will be fully and completely fulfilled and carried out.



JESUS WAS BORN IN THE FULNESS OF 
TIME AND ASCENSION 

1. Heaven is a realm of eternity where time is immaterial, if time exists there at all. But 

in the Incarnation, Jesus subjected Himself to our world with its limitations of time 

and space. On many occasions in the Scriptures He referred to time and its 

importance in fulfilling the will of God. "Then Jesus said unto them, My time is not 

yet come: but your time is always ready" John 7:6

*(See John 7:8, 30; 2:4; 8:20; 17:1.)

2. Jesus' life was ordered according to a divine timetable. The moment of His 

ascension was foreordained by God to be at that particular moment. When we miss 

the will of God we have many other opportunities to be obedient; Jesus did not.



JESUS WAS BORN IN ORDER TO DIE ON CALVARY

1. Luke 19:10  FOR THE SON OF MAN COME TO SEEK AND TO SAVE THAT WHICH WAS LOST.

2. John 10:10  THE THEIF COMETH NOT, BUT FOR TO STEAL, AND TO KILL, AND TO DESTROY: I 

AM COME THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE LIFE, AND THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE IT MORE 

ABUNDANTLY.

3. I Timothy 1:15  THIS IS A FAITHFUL SAYING, AND WORTHY OF ALL ACCEPTATION, THAT 

CHRIST JESUS CAME INTO THE WORLD TO SAVE SINNERS; OF WHOM I AM CHEIF.

4. Revelation 13:8  AND ALL THAT DWELL UPON THE EARTH SHALL WORSHIP HIM, WHOSE 

NAMES ARE NOT WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF LIFE OF THE LAMB SLAIN FROM THE 

FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD.

a. The purpose of the incarnation was to provide a sacrificial Lamb for the 

atonement. Christ was born in order to die on Calvary.

b. Sometimes Revelation 13:8 is misquoted. Jesus is a Lamb slain from the foundation 

of the world. He was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but slain 

from the foundation of the world.



PURPOSE OF INCARNATION

1. The incarnation was for the purpose of the atonement. Jesus partook of flesh and blood in order that 

He might die. He was manifested to take away our sins (I John 3:5; Hebrews 2:14). Christ came into 

the world to give His life a ransom for many (Matthew 20:28). The faith of the atonement presupposes 

the faith of the incarnation. 

2. The incarnation is certainly a declaration of the purpose on the part of Jesus to save the world, but how 

was the world to be saved if not through the atonement?

3. Jesus Christ is the permanent personification of the eternal, invisible God. God has always been an 

omnipresent Spirit filling every square inch of the universe (Psalm 139:8), but in Jesus Christ God 

took on a visible, tangible, human presence. God revealed Himself in Christ Jesus in order to redeem 

mankind by His death. He also came to provide a paragon of excellence, a human example for all to 

aspire toward and follow after. He was one in whom we could relate and identify.

4. The man Jesus Christ is now the mediator between God and man (I Timothy 2:5). Jesus came into the 

world in a lowly fashion: born in poverty, raised by a carpenter, associated with common people, 

suffering and dying at Calvary. Yet He was destined for the most glorious exaltation to be the King of 

kings and Lord of lords. 



THE MIGHTY GOD IS IN CHRIST JESUS

Colossians 2:9  FOR IN HIM DWELLETH ALL THE FULNESS OF THE GODHEAD BODILY.

-(Amplified New Testament)- FOR IN HIM THE WHOLE FULLNESS OF DIETY (THE GODHEAD) 
CONTINUES TO DWELL IN BODILY FORM.

-(The New English Bible)-  FOR IT IS IN CHRIST THAT THE COMPLETE BEING OF THE GODHEAD 
DWELLS EMBODIED.

The Oneness Truth, no matter how you write it, its all in Jesus!

❑  The Personal Union (p.263)
• The personal union is the conjunction of the two natures, divine and human, subsisting in 

the one hypostasis of the Son of God, producing a mutual and indissoluble communion of 
both natures. 

• This personal union was effected when in His incarnation so assumed human nature into 
Divine person.



THE EXALTATION OF CHRIST

"But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was 

made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled 

himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God 

also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: That at 

the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and 

things under the earth" (Philippians 2:7-10).

"For thou, LORD, art high above all the earth: thou art exalted far above all gods" 

(Psalm 97:9).



COMMUNION OF NATURES
(THE FULNESS OF THE GODHEAD)

1. Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the 

tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. For in him 

dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.  And ye are complete in him, which 

is the head of all principality and power: Colossians 2:8-10 (KJV) 

2. See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according 

to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not 

according to Christ. For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you 

have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority. Colossians 2:8-10 

(ESV) 



COMMUNION OF NATURES
(ANSWER QUESTIONS BELOW)

1. The Divine nature permeates the human nature just as the soul permeates the 

body.

2. The author brings the personal union and the Communion of natures together and 

determined that the two natures are expressed, “God is Man” and “Man is God”.  P. 

271

3. What are your observation of this statement and was Jesus fully God and fully man.

4. Does the fulness of the Godhead dwell in the body?

5. If the Godhead truly dwells in the body is there a mingling or mixture of the two 

natures? Explain. 



ESSAY REQUIRED

1. The author presents several cases referencing the personnel union p.265-268 in 

opposition to all errorists, tradition, ancient, modernist, etc. 

2. Select one of the cases and write a two page essay from your understanding; 

pros and cons.

3. (Optional), Select two cases to compare and contrast, two page essay.
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